Breaking news: Six Nations
verdict: France flourish to
win slam as Italy show they
belong — The Guardian

Francelt was the collective sense of purpose and unity that
was most striking as France collected their grand chelem and
rose to second in the world rankings. In the past they would
suffer a setback and often allow it to distract them. Now they
have everything a champion rugby team need: talent, power and,
crucially, composure. Only in Wales, where the fear of a
Friday night slip-up briefly diverted them down a tactical
cul-de-sac, did their most influential players show any signs
of confusion. The clarity of their gameplan was a lesson to
other teams and previously unsung players such as Gabin
Villiere, Melvyn Jaminet and Jonathan Danty have stepped up to
complement the bigger names around them. Shaun Edwards’s
defensive urgings have also made
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